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Portuguese officers, who were to take it to Pegu, planned to
make fortunes for themselves by exhibiting the Tooth at
various places on the way to Burma. But the Archbishop of
Goa insisted upon the matter being referred to the Inquisition,
and the Viceroy dared not refuse. After profound discussion the
Holy Office resolved that so dangerous an idol must be destroyed.
The sentence was solemnly carried out in the presence of a
huge crowd, among whom as horrified spectators were the
Burmese envoys. The Archbishop ground the Tooth to powder
in a large mortar with a heavy pestle. It was then burnt and the
ashes consigned to the sea (1561).
Thirteen years later Bayinnaung sent envoys to Colombo to
request the hand of a princess in marriage. As a wedding pres-
ent the Raja sent with the princess a tooth, which he swore was
the real Kandy relic. It had been hidden by the Raja of Jafna,
when the Portuguese entered his city, and a monkey's tooth
palmed off on the Viceroy. How the true relic came into the
hands of the Raja of Colombo was never explained. In 1576 the
princess and the tooth arrived in Burma and were given a
reception of the utmost magnificence, after which, in a casket of
gold, studded with rubies and emeralds, the tooth was deposited
in the relic chamber beneath the Mahazedi Pagoda. It was use-
less for the king of Kandy to announce that the real Tooth had
never been in the hands of either the Raja of Jafna, the Portu-
guese or the Raja of Colombo, since it had never left its Temple
at Kandy. It was equally useless for him to protest to Bayinnaung
that even the princess was spurious, since the Raja of Colombo
had no daughter.
After the destruction of Pegu by the rebels in 1564,
Bayinnaung rebuilt the city on a far grander scale, furnishing it
with twenty gates, each named after the vassal responsible for its
construction. Pegu became once more a great centre of com-
merce, the resort of merchants from many distant lands. Spac-
iously laid out with wide streets planted with shady trees, it was
an impressive sight to European visitors. Here is Caesar
Frederick's description of it as it was in 1569:
"In the new Citie is the Pakce of the King and his
abiding place with all his Barons and nobles and gentlemen